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 Guidance  - Ecology; Roofing and External Works 

Statutory Position and Background Information

Bats 

Bats are flying insectivorous mammals. There are about 17 species resident in Britain which vary from comparatively common and widespread species (eg the pipistrelles 1 brown long-eared bat) to internationally rare and endangered species (eg the horseshoe bats). Bats do not make nests but have ‘roosts’, which may be solitary or gregarious.

Individual bats require a range of different roosting sites for differing purposes: in the summer, for example, daytime roosts in buildings and trees may be used, whilst for winter hibernation roosts in locations such as humid caves, basements or deep within the fabric of stonebuilt structures are preferred. Other roosts may be used at various times for the rearing of young, mating and as temporary feeding perches etc.

All bats and their roosts require strict protection under the EU Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna (92/43/EEC; the ‘Habitats Directive’), which is implemented in the UK via the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 (the ‘Habitats Regulations’). 

Some additional protection against disturbance is also conferred under the amended Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.
Bats are listed under the Bern Convention on the Conservation of European
Wildlife and Natural Habitats and also under the Agreement on the Conservation of European Bats 1992 (the ‘Eurobats Agreement’), signed within the framework of the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 1979.

All bats are listed in Annex IV of the EC Habitats Directive, and the British species are listed on Schedule 2 of the Habitats Regulations 1994, and are therefore designated ‘European Protected Species’ by the latter. Such species are subject to enhanced protection and more stringent licensing provisions than those which are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act alone.

Both the animals themselves and any structures or places used for breeding or shelter are fully protected against both intentional or unintended but ‘reckless’ disturbance or harm, the latter irrespective of whether or not bats are present in them at the time.

Where works are allowed to affect such places there is a legal requirement to obtain a licence (or ‘derogation’) in advance and to ensure that the works do not result in any avoidable harm to bats. The bats should also enjoy continued ‘favourable conservation status’ once the works are completed, through the incorporation of suitable mitigation and enhancement measures.
 
The issuing of licences which allow the disturbance of European Protected Species by development, or for any other reason, is the responsibility of Natural Resources Wales (NRW). The licensing restrictions are considerably more onerous than those of the Wildlife & Countryside Act and could potentially have significant impact on the viability of a given development proposal, irrespective of whether or not a valid planning consent has been obtained. Further details on the procedures are set out in TAN 5 (WAG 2009).

All species of bat in Britain are believed to be declining in range and numbers, with about half of the resident species classed as ‘rare’ and three classed as ‘endangered’(Morris 1993; Richardson 2000).  Several species of bat are listed as priorities for conservation in Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 1.5.7 

Some of the rarest bat species in Europe, including the horseshoe bats, barbastelle, Bechstein’s bat and greater mouse-eared bat, are additionally listed on Annex II of the Habitats Directive. This requires the EU nation states to designate key areas of habitat used by these species as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), and to implement policies to conserve and enhance their populations through appropriate management etc.

These species are accorded enhanced conservation significance in the UK, although they are not subject to any additional protection measures.

Nesting Birds

Almost all species of birds native to the British Isles are afforded at least some level of statutory protection under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, the only exceptions being a handful of pest and game species which may be killed under certain specified and licensed conditions. In the great majority of cases, birds are protected against injury or killing, and this protection extends to their nests, eggs and young. Certain rare species, which include barn owls, are subject to enhanced protection against disturbance whilst nesting, by virtue of their listing on Schedule 1 of the Act.

The protection of common nesting birds (i.e. those not listed on Schedule 1) typically applies only to the animals themselves and to the site of their nests whilst they are in use. The nesting site per se is not protected once nesting has ceased and the nest is no longer occupied by the adults, eggs or young. More stringent regulations may apply to the nesting sites of Schedule 1 species, however.

Site Guidance 

In the event that either roosting bats or nesting birds are encountered at any time during works, all works in the immediate vicinity must cease immediately and appropriate expert advice sought as a matter of urgency.		The ‘immediate vicinity’ would comprise any bat occupied void in its entirety, plus an area of at least 5m radius around the find site. Bats and nesting birds must not be harmed or disturbed, and should be carefully covered over and wherever possible left in situ until expert assistance has been obtained. The confirmed presence of bats may impose a requirement to obtain an appropriate licence from the statutory authorities before any further works are undertaken. 


This is a statutory requirement.

Contractors must immediately contact your assigned  Senior Project Officer  in the event that roosting bats or nesting birds are encountered. 
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